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Popular Holiday  Gift Makes Great Donation—Give Back by Donating Retired Cell Phones to Victims of Crime
Popular holiday gift makes a great donation—why not give back to your local community by donating those retired cell phones to victims of crime.
Ocala, FL – December 5, 2007 – December has traditionally been the most active time for cell phone purchases.  This is also the time when charities abound and need donations.  Donating used cell phones through the 911 Cell Phone Bank provides funds for charities as well as emergency cell phones for victims of crime and seniors in need.
According to a recent report from M:Metrics, 12 percent of U.S. mobile users who bought a new phone last year did so in December, which marks a 40 percent uptick in device sales during that month. "December is consistently the highest-performing month for new device purchases, and the operators have responded by embellishing their handset portfolios in time for the holidays," Paul Goode, senior analyst, M:Metrics said in a statement. "As we look out at the Christmas season, one way to gauge how devices may perform is their popularity, so the iPhone and N95 should do well at the premium end of the market."
The 911 Cell Phone Bank accepts all cell phones, including the iPhone and N95, and pays the freight.  These phones are processed and re-marketed with selected phones made available for victims of crime and seniors in need.  Charitable organizations receive the cash value of the collected cell phones they send in, and local law enforcement receives a “bank” of free emergency cell phones for victims.

Residents who have unused cell phones can mail them in postage-paid to the 911 Cell Phone Bank by clicking on the “Donate Now” button at www.911CellPhoneBank.org or ask your local law enforcement office to participate.   For more information on how to get involved, contact Linda Zimmerman at 866/290-7864 X1313, email CustomerService@911CellPhoneBank.com or contact your local law enforcement office about the 911 Cell Phone Bank.  

James Mosieur,  Director of the 911 Cell Phone Bank, said law enforcement agencies around the country are signing up to participate in the 911 Cell Phone Bank program. “We started the 911 Cell Phone Bank Program in 2004, and it has already generated some thirty thousand emergency cell phones, redirected tons of e-waste from landfills and provided hundreds of thousands of dollars in emergency funds for various law enforcement needs.  No need is greater than supporting law enforcement agencies who work so tirelessly on behalf of their local communities.”

Nearly 600 law enforcement and community services organizations around the country have signed up to participate in the 911 Cell Phone Bank.  The 911 Cell Phone Bank donates nearly 2,000 phones a month to law enforcement and other agencies for use as emergency phones.  For testimonials about the 911 Cell Phone Bank, check out the comments below.
 “I wanted to let you know how important the 911 Cell Phone Bank emergency cell phones have been to our seniors,” explained said Sue Sabrowski, Rose City Senior Center Triad, Norwich, CT.  An elderly lady fell one night and was badly injured but was able to use her emergency phone to get help.  “She tells all her friends how the phone saved her from spending a painful night on the floor—How wonderful!”  

“We are pleased to partner with the 911 Cell Phone Bank on such an important community program.  Even if the cell phones we distribute never get used, they give people a real sense of safety and security.” – Linda Astacio, Children’s Advocacy Center of Highlands County, Florida.

“LifeLine® alert doesn’t work when the power is off,” reported Deborah Mullen, Lincoln Triad Coordinator of Boothbay Harbor, Maine.   Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) provided our emergency cell phones from the 911 Cell Phone Bank to a lady with a LifeLine® necklace when power went off for several days.  “This lady was so thankful for the phone that she called and thanked me personally,” added Mullen.   

The Senior 911 Cell Phone Program has been a great tool for us to help hundreds of seniors stay safe, but almost as important, to feel safe.  It’s a very simple concept and the recipients are all very grateful for this important program.”  - Wayne County, Michigan, Sheriff Warren Evans.

“It’s wonderful for the 911 Cell Phone Bank and Kit Carson County to provide this service to crime victims.  We are very grateful for this program and to add safety and security for those in need.“ – Tammy Mosness, Kit Carson County Sheriff’s Office, Burlington/CO.

“The 911 emergency cell phone saved her life,” said Jacqueline Green, Director/Victims Advocate for E. Cleveland Domestic Violence Ctr./OH.  Green explained that a victim had been given an emergency cell phone which she used when the abuser tried to run her off the road.  If donated, old idle cell phones can be used, said Green, “to help save someone’s life.”


“We are proud to be a supporter of the 911 Cell Phone Bank.  This is a more than worthy cause that should be supported nationwide.”  - Chief Deputy Billy Jarrell, Hampton County, South Carolina, Sheriffs Office.

 “The 911 Cell Phone Bank is the Doctor’s Prescription.  Please help support this important cause by starting a cell phone collection program that is a true win-win partnership.  Don’t wait—remember, it costs you nothing and your donation will help keep others safe.” – Terri Hicks, National Association of Triads, Inc., Washington/DC.

Sheriff John Bunnell (retired) is the presenter and co-producer of TV's World's Wildest Police Videos. Heroic and uncompromising, Sheriff Bunnell communicates his message that 'crime doesn't pay' through the medium of genuine police-car video footage.  Video
About the 911 Cell Phone Bank The 911 Cell Phone Bank is an initiative of The RMS Foundation. It was created to provide an ongoing and readily available source of 911 cell phones and funds to meet unexpected and urgent needs of participating law enforcement and affiliated victim services agencies. Since its inception, the 911 Cell Phone Bank has generated hundreds of thousands of dollars and tens of thousands of cell phones for victim services organizations nationwide. It is a nationwide program designed to maximize community cell phone donations. To learn more visit www.911CellPhoneBank.org.
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